
                                                                              3 APRIL 2024 
                                            

                                                                                        TOWN BOARD MEETING 
                                                                                        TOWN HALL, MAHOPAC, N.Y. 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Carmel was called to order by 
Supervisor Michael Cazzari on the 3rd day of April 2024 at 7:03 p.m. at Town Hall, 60 
McAlpin Avenue, Mahopac, New York. Members of the Town Board present by roll call 
were: Councilman Kearns, Councilwoman McDonough, Councilman Lombardi and 
Supervisor Cazzari.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was observed prior to the start of official business 
and a moment of silence was held to honor those serving in the United States Armed 
Forces and for NYPD Police Officer Jonathan Diller and his family. Officer Diller was 
tragically murdered in New York City.  
 
Supervisor Cazzari read the following statement: 
 
 
 

 
 
It is the Board’s understanding that there are many people in attendance this 
evening who may wish to speak about and/or to express the objections to a 
particular project that is currently pending before the Planning Board. 
 
While this Board certainly encourages public interest and input in community 
development as well as public involvement and participation in the approval 
process, please understand that on the advice of counsel, there will be no 
comment or discussion relating to this matter this evening or at any time before 
the Town Board. The Planning Board is an independent and autonomous 
approval entity that makes its decisions and determinations based solely upon 
the record before it and without any input or influence whatsoever from the Town 
Board or its members. 
 
We encourage all of those residents and stakeholders who have in interest in 
speaking on this or any other application before the Planning Board, Zoning 
Board or Environmental Conservation Board to attend those meetings and take 
the opportunity to have their voices heard during the course of the scheduled 
public hearings. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari added that he was referencing the Planning Board meeting on April 
11th when this application will come before them. Supervisor Cazzari said that the 
reason the Town Board is not involved is because the Planning Board is separate from 
the Town Board. Town Board members cannot be seen as influencing that Board’s 
decision. This would only lead to litigation and undue cost to the tax payers by having to 
fight something that could have been avoided by not allowing such discussions.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Michael Nowak, Carmel resident, asked if the Planning Board are advisory to the 
trustees or are they an independent approval authority.   
 
Town Attorney Gregory Folchetti responded that the Planning Board is an independent    
approval authority.   
 
Supervisor Cazzari added that the Zoning Board and the Environmental Conservation 
Board are also independent approval authorities. Each board has their own approval 
authority, autonomous from the Town Board. 
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The following Town of Carmel residents spoke in opposition of the lithium battery farm 
project and spoke of their concern that they could not offer public comment on this topic 
at tonight’s meeting:  Lauren Rosolen, Michael Nowak, Dr. Carrie Riordan, Gina 
Gorman,  Jody Canariato and Louise Kennedy.   
 
Supervisor Cazzari stated that this topic would not be discussed tonight. He said that 
the Planning Board will have a public hearing just like the Town Board has public 
hearings.  Public comment will be heard on the matter at that public hearing. 
 
Mr. Nowak requested proposed code changes for the town code regarding public notice 
requirements which he feels are not appropriate and are lacking.  He said that a 
multitude of projects before various boards are not properly noticed and a 24 x 36 sign 
is not adequate for people driving 30 mph because of the height and legibility of the 
letters. He asked if the mail notice requirements and public notices for future projects 
could be revamped for the Planning Board, Zoning Board, Architectural Review Board 
and Environmental Conservation Board. 
 
Mr. Nowak requested a moratorium on the lithium battery farm project. 
 
Somers residents Lisa Circelli, Scott Morello and Kevin O’Keefe were informed by 
Supervisor Cazzari that public comment is for Town of Carmel residents or business 
owners.    
 
Dr. Carrie Riordan, Carmel resident, asked where she could find the information on the 
lithium battery farm project.   
 
Supervisor Cazzari stated that the Planning Board will be having a meeting on April 11th 
and the agenda will be on the website. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari explained that the Planning Board is separate from the Town Board.  
The Town Board members do not advise the Planning Board to approve or disapprove 
and they do not provide input.  He added that there is a process that is followed and if 
either party is unhappy with the ruling, it is not that the Town Board had any influence. 
 
Gina Gorman, Carmel resident, asked who oversees the Planning Board and does the 
Planning Board have the ultimatum on all items that come before them.   
 
Supervisor Cazzari explained that there are zoning codes, state law and state 
regulations that the Planning Board follows.  
 
Tara Ferdico, Carmel resident, said that it is great that the residents of Carmel and 
Somers are coming together for the betterment of the community.   
 
Supervisor Cazzari stated that the public can share their comments at the April 11th 
Planning Board meeting.    
 
Councilwoman McDonough stated that she just received confirmation that this item is 
not on the Planning Board agenda for April 11th. She also said that she was told that the 
public hearing has not been scheduled yet. 
 
Christopher Harrigan, Carmel resident, said that he understands that there are certain 
rules and procedures that must be followed.  He said that there is a room full of people 
at tonight’s meeting that are willing to learn about the process and this could be a good 
opportunity to educate everyone.  
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Supervisor Cazzari thanked him for his comments. 
 
Supervisor Cazzari wanted to clarify that the members of the Town Board do not want 
to be dragged into a lawsuit and let undue pressure go and that is why they cannot 
discuss this topic. 
 
When comments continued on this topic, Supervisor Cazzari requested that the 
microphones be turned off. 
 
Louise Kennedy, Carmel resident, asked if the decision for this project will be made by 
the Planning Board before the people have the opportunity to voice their concerns. She 
also asked Supervisor Cazzari who would sue him.  
 
Supervisor Cazzari thanked her for her comments and responded that any one may 
sue if they do not get their way.   
 
Supervisor Cazzari asked the residents to refrain from speaking out from the audience.  
 
Sal Cognetta, Carmel resident, voiced his concern on how the residents were treated at 
this meeting.  
 
Supervisor Cazzari thanked Mr. Cognetta. 
 
Frank Ciano, Carmel resident, suggested to the residents to contact their Senators and 
Assemblymen regarding this project and also to attend all meetings.    
 
Supervisor Cazzari thanked Mr. Ciano. 
 
MINUTES OF TOWN BOARD MEETING HELD ON 3/6/2024 - ACCEPT AS 
SUBMITTED BY THE TOWN CLERK 
 
On motion by Councilman Lombardi, seconded by Councilman Kearns, with all 
members of the Town Board present and voting “aye”, the minutes of the Town Board 
meeting held on March 6, 2024 were accepted as submitted by the Town Clerk. 
 
GENERAL AND HIGHWAY FUND EQUITY RESERVE BALANCES FOR FISCAL 
YEAR END 2023 AUTHORIZED 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes the 
Town Comptroller Mary Ann Maxwell to establish and/or modify the balances in the 
Fund Equity Reserves for the General and Highway Funds for Fiscal Year End 2023 as 
set forth on the schedule attached hereto, which is incorporated herein and made a part 
hereof. 
 

Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Kearns 
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi 
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns    X    
Suzanne McDonough    X     
Frank Lombardi    X    
Michael Cazzari    X    
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FINAL BUDGET MODIFICATIONS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DECEMBER 31, 
2023 AUTHORIZED – BUDGET REVISIONS SCHEDULE #2023/07 
 

WHEREAS Town Comptroller Mary Ann Maxwell has reviewed the proposed 
Final Budget Modifications for the period ending December 31, 2023 with the Town 
Board which are detailed and explained on the attached Budget Revisions Schedule 
#2023/07; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby authorizes and ratifies the Final Budget Modifications/Revisions for the 
period ending December 31, 2023, as shown itemized on the schedule #2023/07 
attached hereto, incorporated herein and made a part hereof. 
 

Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi 
Seconded by: Councilman Kearns 
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns    X    
Suzanne McDonough    X    
Frank Lombardi    X    
Michael Cazzari    X    
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Budget Revisions DEC 2023B.xls                                                                 1 

 
 
 
 
NINA KALLMEYER, DIRECTOR OF RECREATION AND PARKS – ATTENDANCE 
AT SEMINAR AUTHORIZED  - THE NEW YORK STATE RECREATION AND PARKS 
SOCIETY ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN GLENS FALLS, NY, APRIL 14-16, 2024    
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes Town 
of Carmel Director of Recreation and Parks Nina Kallmeyer to attend the New York 
State Recreation and Parks Society Annual Conference in Glens Falls, NY being held 
on April 14-16, 2024; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel 
authorizes payment of reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in connection 
therewith upon audit. 
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Resolution    
Offered by: Supervisor Cazzari 
Seconded by: Councilwoman McDonough 
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns    X    
Suzanne McDonough    X     
Frank Lombardi    X    
Michael Cazzari    X    
 
ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSAL AUTHORIZED FOR ASSESSMENT SUPPORT 
SERVICES – GAR ASSOCIATES, WILLIAMSVILLE, NY FOR THE YEARS 2024 
THROUGH 2026 AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $9,999.00 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, upon the 
recommendation of Town Assessor Glenn Droese, hereby accepts the proposal of GAR 
Associates, Williamsville, NY, for assessment support services for years 2024 through 
2026 at an annual cost of $9,999.00, in accordance with the proposal dated March 11, 
2024. 
 

Resolution    
Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough 
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi 
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X    
Suzanne McDonough   X    
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X    
 
EMERGENCY REPAIRS ACKNOWLEDGED - CARMEL WATER DISTRICTS #1, #8, 
#10 AND #13 – JEM ENGINEERING AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $5,276.80 AND 
BEE AND JAY PLUMBING AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $10,360.00 
 

RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, acting as Commissioners 
of the various water and sewer districts of the Town of Carmel, hereby acknowledges 
the emergency performance of water and sewer district collection system/distribution 
system and treatment facilities repairs as fully detailed in the memorandum of Town 
Engineer Richard J. Franzetti, P.E. to the Town Board dated March 12, 2024, as 
attached hereto and made a part thereof. 
 

Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Kearns 
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X    
Suzanne McDonough   X    
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X    
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AMENDMENT AUTHORIZED TO THE BYLAWS OF THE MAHOPAC VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT REGARDING NON-RESIDENT MEMBER REQUIREMENTS   
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes and 
consents to the amendment Section 3 of the bylaws of the Mahopac Volunteer Fire  
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Department with respect to expansion of non-resident member requirements, said 
amendment in form as attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 

Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi 
Seconded by: Councilman Kearns 
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X    
Suzanne McDonough   X    
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X     
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ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSAL FOR LIABILITY INSURANCE AUTHORIZED – 
BROWN AND BROWN, MAHOPAC, NY FOR THE PERIOD APRIL 1, 2024 
THROUGH MARCH 31, 2025 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby accepts the 
proposal of Brown & Brown, Mahopac, NY to provide liability insurance to the Town of 
Carmel for the period of April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2025, said proposal to be in 
form as is on file in the office of the Town Supervisor, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to 
sign all necessary documentation required to accept such proposal. 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Supervisor Cazzari 
Seconded by: Councilman Kearns and Councilwoman McDonough 
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X    
Suzanne McDonough   X    
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X    
 
COMMENCEMENT OF LITIGATION AUTHORIZED AGAINST THE OWNERS OF 
PROPERTIES LOCATED AT 77 HUGHSON ROAD AND 5 COUNTY LINE ROAD  
FOR UNAUTHORIZED USE OF RESOURCES AND FACILITIES OF CARMEL 
WATER DISTRICT # 2 AND #4 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel hereby authorizes  
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Joseph A. Charbonneau, Esq., 3 Starr Ridge Road, Brewster, NY, to commence 
litigation against the owners of the property located at 77 Hughson Road and relating to 
the unauthorized use of resources and facilities of Carmel Water District #2; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel 
hereby authorizes Joseph A. Charbonneau, Esq., 3 Starr Ridge Road, Brewster, NY, to 
commence litigation against the owners of the property located at 5 County Line Road 
relating to the unauthorized use of resources and facilities of Carmel Water District #4; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that such authorization shall be deemed to include 
but not be limited to commencement declaratory judgment actions in the Supreme 
Court; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such services are hereby authorized at a rate 
of $225.00 per hour. 
 
Resolution    
Offered by: Councilwoman McDonough 
Seconded by: Councilman Kearns 
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X    
Suzanne McDonough   X    
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X    
 
RENEWAL OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZED - LEADS ONLINE ACCESS 
ADMINISTERED THROUGH THE COUNTY OF PUTNAM FOR THE PERIOD 
JANUARY 1, 2024 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2026 AT AN ANNUAL 
REIMBURSEMENT COST OF $8,353.43 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Carmel, upon the 
recommendation of Chief of Police Anthony Hoffmann, hereby authorizes the renewal 
of the contract with Leads Online Access administered through the County of Putnam, 
for a term commencing January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2026 at an annual 
reimbursement cost of $8,353.43; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Town Supervisor Michael Cazzari is hereby 
authorized to execute said agreement on behalf of the Town of Carmel. 
 

Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Kearns 
Seconded by: Councilman Lombardi  
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X    
Suzanne McDonough   X    
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X     
 
BIDS AWARDED FOR MISCELLANEOUS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT MATERIALS 
AND SERVICES 
 

WHEREAS the Town Board of the Town of Carmel has previously authorized 
advertisement for the solicitation of bids for various highway materials and services for 
the Town Highway Department, and 
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WHEREAS such bids were received and opened and Highway Superintendent 
Michael Stern has recommended the awarding of the bids (after equalizing all FOB bids 
based on distance to the Town Highway Department yard), 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of 
Carmel hereby awards the bids for the purchase of various highway materials and 
services to the lowest responsible bidders who met specifications as follows for 
calendar year 2024: 
 
Granular Base Item 4 and Crushed Gravel to Putnam Materials and Thalle Industries 
per memorandum of Michael Stern to Town Board dated March 14, 2024 attached 
hereto and incorporated herein; 
 
Bituminous Concrete/Hot Mix Asphalt and Curb in Place, reject all bids received and 
award bid to Clove Excavators per Putnam County bid RFB-38-23 per NY General 
Municipal Law §103(16); 
 
Bituminous Concrete FOB Plant, reject all bids received and award bid to Peckham 
Materials Corp., Package Pavement Co., Inc.  and Thalle Industries, per Putnam 
County bid RFB-17-23 per NY General Municipal Law §103(16); 
 
Aluminum Culvert and Steel Culvert to Chemung Supply Corporation per memorandum 
to of Michael Stern Town Board dated March 14, 2024 attached hereto and 
incorporated herein; 
 
Polyethelene Drainage Pipe to Carmel Winwater Works, Chemung Supply Corporation 
and Expanded Supply per memorandum of Michael Stern to Town Board dated March 
14, 2024 attached hereto and incorporated herein; 
 
Precast Concrete Catch Basins, reject all bids received and award bid to Carmel 
Winwater Works per Putnam County bid RFB-18-23 per NY General Municipal Law 
§103(16); 
 
Tree Felling & Trimming to New England Property Management per memorandum of 
Michael Stern to Town Board dated March 14, 2024 attached hereto and incorporated 
herein. 
 

Resolution    
Offered by: Councilman Lombardi 
Seconded by: Councilman Kearns 
    
Roll Call Vote YES  NO  
Robert Kearns   X    
Suzanne McDonough   X    
Frank Lombardi   X    
Michael Cazzari   X     
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COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Supervisor Cazzari said that no disrespect was meant to the residents of Somers or 
Carmel in reference to this item before the Planning Board. He stated that this item 
could not be discussed in order to protect the residents and the Town Board members 
from litigation.   
 
Councilwoman McDonough announced that tomorrow night the Recreation Advisory 
Committee will be having their meeting at 7:30p.m. and everyone is invited.   
 
Councilwoman McDonough stated that she felt that the public should have been 
allowed to speak tonight about this project without the Town Board members talking 
about it, discussing it or answering.   
 
Councilman Kearns announced that he will be hosting his monthly Town Hall in the 
Hamlet of Carmel on Saturday, April 6th from 9:00a.m. to 11:00a.m. at the Spain 
Memorial Cornerstone Park, One Fair Street. All are welcome and light refreshments 
will be served. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
All agenda items having been addressed, on motion by Councilman Lombardi,                         
seconded by Councilman Kearns, with all Town Board members present and in 
agreement, the meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m. to Executive Session for 
discussions on Computer Security Technology, Police and Personnel. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Alice Daly, Town Clerk  
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